Derwent & West Cumbria Fisheries Advisory Committee 8th October, 1979. by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F2/B4 1st October, 1979
To: Members of the Derwent and West Cumbria 
Fisheries Advisory Committee;
(Messrs. F. Bunting; W. F. Hobson;
A. Gleaden; J. M. Mawson; S. G. Payne;
G. B. Sedgwick; R. J. W. Slack;
G. N. F. Wingate; E. Young; and the 
Chairman of the Authority (G. Mann) the Vice 
Chairman of the Authority (A. Richardson) 
and the Chairman of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee (T. A. F. Barnes) (ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A  meeting of the DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 p.m. on MONDAY, 8TH OCTOBER, 1979, in THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER at the OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE, ALLERDALE DISTRICT COUNCIL, 
1HOLMWOOD', EGREMONT ROAD, COCKERMOUTH, for consideration of the following 
business.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW 
Director of Administration
A G E N D A
1. Appointment of Chairman.
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Minutes of the last meeting (enclosed herewith along with the Minutes 
of the meeting of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee held on 
12th July, 1979).
4. British Nuclear Fuels Limited - Abstraction from Wastwater.
5. Application to abstract water from the River Ehen, Dumfriesshire 
Limestone Company.
6. Press Coverage for Public Notices. (Report to follow).
7. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities.
*8. Oil pollution of Rivers Keekle and Ehen.
9. Any other business.
*NOTE; The report relating to Item 8 is enclosed for Members only.
Fl/Al MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
25TH JUNE, 1979
Present: W.F.Hobson, Esq., (Chairman)
T.A.F.Barnes, Esq., J.M.Mawson, Esq.
F.Bunting, Esq., S.G.Payne, Esq.,
A.Gleaden, Esq., R.J.W.Slack, Esq.,
G.N.F.Wingate, Esq.,
33. MR.P.J.LIDDELL
The Ch a i r m a n  paid tribute to Mr.Peter Liddell, former Chairman 
of the Authority, who died on 11th May, 1979. Members stood in 
silence as a mark of respect.
34. RETIREMENT OF MR.N.MACKENZIE, AREA FISHERIES OFFICER
The C h airman referred to the impending retirement of Mr.Norman 
Mackenzie, the Northern Area Fisheries Officer, and in expressing his 
appreciation of Mr.Mackenzie's services to fisheries wished him a 
long and happy retirement.
Members and Officers associated themselves with the Chairman's 
sentiments.
Mr.Mackenzie thanked the Chairman, Members and his colleagues for 
their support in the past and their best wishes for the future and 
introduced his successor, Dr.C.Harpley to the Committee.
35. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr.G.Mann 
and Mr.E.Young.
36. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
In relation to Minute N o . 25 (River Ellen, A s p a t r i a  - Pollution 
Incident) the Area Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that 
pollution referred to in that Minute had resulted from a blocked 
filter. This had subsequently been cleared and the Authority were now 
monitoring the river twice weekly. The river was still capable of 
supporting fish life.
RESOLVED:
That the M i nutes of the last meeting of the Committee held 
on 2nd April, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
37. BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS LIMITED - PROPOSALS FOR ABSTRACTION 
FROM WASTWATER.
The Committee considered a report on BNFL's proposals for abstraction 
from Wast w a t e r  together with details relating to the existing 
fisheries and water quality and water abstractions generally.
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The report explained that although three alternative schemes for 
impoundment had been proposed implementation of any of them was likely 
to have some effect on the pattern of flows in the River Irt and could 
also have some effect on the fisheries in that river, although the 
full significance of the possible impact on fisheries remained to be 
assessed. The effect on the range of flows preferred by salmon and 
sea trout for migration and which were suitable for angling would need 
to be carefully examined. Generally, it appeared that Scheme 1 which 
involved the construction of a weir of up to 3.4 ft in height, with an 
associated control gate for low flows and fish access, might be 
expected to have more impact on the fishery than the other schemes.
The Secretary of State for the Environment had, at the Authority's 
request, directed that the applications from BNFL, in respect of 
their proposed Wastwater development, should be referred to him. This 
would facilitate the holding of a combined Inquiry into both the 
Ennerdale and Wastwater proposals. At the Inquiry the Authority would 
have to give evidence on matters related to water management, which, 
inter alia, would include fishery matters.
During the full discussion of the proposals described in the report, 
hydrographs based on mean daily flows for each of the years 1968-1978 
as recorded at the Authority gauging station at Gale Syke on the River 
Irt, situated downstream of the outflow from Wastwater, were shown to 
the Committee.
RESOLVED:
The Auth o r i t y  be informed that in the light of the evidence 
at present available, this Committee would be opposed to further 
abstraction from Wastwater by BNFL on the grounds of the likely 
detrimental effect on the fishery interests on the River Irt.
38. ARA/NWC WORKING PARTY ON "SALMON PROPAGATION IN ENGLAND AND WALES", 
IMPLICATIONS FOR REGIONAL HATCHERY POLICY.
Discussion took place on a report compiled by the Regional Fisheries 
Officer on the implications of a regional hatchery policy. The report 
was supplemental to and based upon the Working Party report submitted 
to the Committee on 16th October, 1978, (Minute No.6) and explained 
that unless there should be a dramatic and sustained upsurge in runs 
of salmon and sea trout which might be expected to restore stocks to a 
level comparable with that which prevailed in many rivers in the past, 
there would be a continuing need throughout the migratory fish areas 
of the region for the operation of hatcheries to support inter alia, 
reduced spawning from smaller runs of fish.
The matters detailed in the report were summarised as f o l l o w s :-
(i) The continued o peration of hatcheries in the northern part 
of the region was necessary to augment natural spawning by 
seeding areas inaccessible to adult fish or unsuitable for 
spawning.
(ii) Local hatcheries operated by angling associations could play 
a part in this work.
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(iii) Wherever practicable, monito r i n g  of the effectiveness of 
stocking was desirable.
(iv) There was considerable future scope for the rearing of trout 
for stocking reservoirs, alongside the migratory fish rearing 
operation.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
39. INCOME FROM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1978.
A report was submitted which summarised the income from the sale 
of rod and line licences during 1978. Numbers of licences sold showed 
increases in all groups except that of the salmon and migratory trout 
season licence. The greatest increase in the number of licences sold 
continued to be in the freshwater fish and eels group.
40. FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1978/79.
A report was submitted setting out the fishing offences and prosecu­
tions undertaken by the Authority for such offences during 1978/79. 
The report also summarised the offences and prosecutions within the 
Committee's area during the same period.
The Regional Fisheries Officer reported that on a recent spot check 
carried out by bailiffs within the Mersey and Weaver area, 580 anglers 
had been approached and all were in possess ion of the necessary 
licence. Similarly, a further check carried out during the weekend 
15th/16th June in that area, revealed that only 2 anglers out of 120 
checked were not in possession of a licence at the time.
41. OPENCAST COAL WORKINGS - PROGRESS REPORT
Following the report submitted to the Committee on 22nd January 1979 
(Minute No. 17), the Committee received a further report giving 
details of the latest information in relation to the following sites: 
Mabel Plantation, Oughterside, Foxhouse and Moresby/Keekle.
42. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries activ­
ities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
Comme n t i n g  upon the reported inaccuracies in the results of the 
recording of fish weighing 4 lbs, and under, occuring at the Yearl 
Weir Fish Counter, the Area Fisheries Officer advised the Committee 
that engineers were now working on the installation and it was hoped 
that the problem would soon be rectified.
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43. WEED KILLERS - WEEDS GROWING IN WATERCOURSES
In response to questions c oncerning the weed killers for the 
e limination of aquatic weed growths, recently shown on T.V., 
the Area Fisheries Officer explained that the weed killer shown in the 
programme "Tomorrow's World' was being developed by 'Weed Research' 
and cons i s t e d  of an ordinary aquatic weed killer embodied in 
solidified strands which became entangled with the weeds, when used 
for their destruction. Weed killer was slowly released from the 
solidified material, and this acted upon the weed growths and 
eventually destroyed them.
This method of killing aquatic weeds was still in the experimental 
stage and, contrary to the view expressed in the programme, was not at 
the present time a commercially viable proposition. It was hoped 
however, that after further research, the process would become viable 
and open to commercial usage.
44. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 - 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED;
That because of the confidential nature of the following item the 
public be excluded from the meeting during its consideration.
45. FISHERY PATROL BOAT
Mr. Payne expressed concern that the fishery patrol boat was apparent- 
ly unavailable to investigate the large number of nets set out at sea 
off the Workington coast.
The Area Fisheries Officer stated that the boat was always available 
to investigate cases of alleged illegal netting at sea provided that 
qualified staff were available to man the boat.
The Regional Fisheries Officer undertook to investigate the matter.
F2/A1 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH JULY, 1979
Present; T.A.F. Barnes, Esq 
J.S. Bailey, Esq. 
A.G.R. Brown, Esq. 
J.M. Croft, Esq.
W . F . Hobson, Esq. 
R.D. Houghton, Esq.
J. Johnson, Esq. 
R.A. Parkin, Esq.
E.P. Ecroyd, Esq. 
J.H. Fell, Esq.
A. Richardson, Esq. 
Mrs. D. Wilson
G. Wilson, Esq.
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
That Mr. T.A.F. Barnes be appointed Chairman of the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee for the ensuing 'Authority Y e a r '.
(T.A.F. BARNES, ESQ. , CHAIRMAN)
On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Houghton expressed his appreciation of 
Mr. Barnes' Chairmanship of the Committee during the past year and 
complimented him on his reappointment. Mr. Barnes replied appro­
priately.
2. MR. P.J. LIDDELL
The Chairman paid tribute to Mr. Peter Liddell, former Chairman of the 
A u t h o r i t y , who died on 11th May, 1979. M r . Liddell had special 
knowledge and interest in fisheries and his death was a great loss to 
fisheries both locally and nationally. Members stood in silence as a 
mark of respect.
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  for a b s e n c e  f rom the m e e t  ing w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  
Mr. T.M. Farrer, Mr. G. Mann and Mr. L.B. Williams.
4. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBERS
The Chairman welcomed Mr. A. Richardson, recently appointed Vice 
Chairman of the Authority, and Messrs. A.G.R. Brown and J. Johnson to 
their first meeting of the Advisory Committee. In doing so he re­
iterated the role and constitution of the Committee and the Local 
Advisory Committees as envisaged by the Authority on its inception and 
stressed that members should at all times consider themselves rep­
resentatives of fisheries as a whole, both coarse and game, throughout 
the Authority's area, and not as the delegates of a particular angling 
organisation or interest.
5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 
30th Apri1, 1979, be approved as a correct record and sighed by 
the Chairman.
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6. MINUTES OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
A. Mersey and Weaver
The Chairman of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee sub­
mitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
20th June, 1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Mersey and 
Weaver Advisory Committee held on 20th June, 1979, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 26(b) 
(Minutes of the last Meeting - Redundant Reservoirs) be 
considered under the appropriate Agenda item.
(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute N o . 31 
(R e p o r t  by the A r e a  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  o n  F i s h e r i e s  
Activities - Proposed increase in Bailiffing Staff for 
Mersey and Weaver area) be accepted for submission to the 
Finance and Personnel Sub-Committee for approval^
B. Derwent and West Cumbria
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
25th June, 1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Derwent and West 
Cumbria A dvisory Committee held on 25th J u n e , 1979, be 
received.
(2) That the resolution contained in Minute No. 37 (British 
Nuclear Fuels Limited - Proposals for Abstraction from 
Wastwater) be accepted for submission to the Water Manage- 
ment Committee for approval.
C. North Cumbria
The Chairman of the North Cumbria Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 26th June, 
1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That subject to the deletion of the word 'Director' and 
the substitution of the words 'Chief Inspector' in the fifth 
line of the second paragraph of M i n u t e  No. 36 (Fishing
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Effort - Solway Estuary), the Minutes of the meeting of the 
North Cumbria Advisory Committee held on 26th June, 1979, as 
amended, be received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in M i nute No. 39 
( R e p o r t  by the A r e a  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  on F i s h e r i e s  
Activities - Goosanders and Mergansers) be considered along 
with the recommendation contained in Minute No. 43(b) of 
the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee of 2nd July, 
1979, under item No. 4E of the Agenda.
(3) That consideration of the recommendations contained in 
Minute No. 40 (Draft Netting Rights - River Eden - Carlisle 
City Free Boat Fishing Right) be deferred until the con­
clusion of the remaining items on the Agenda.
D. South Lancashire
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 27th June, 
1979.
(a) In relation to Minute No. 36 (Minutes of the last Meeting - 
Monitoring of Level of Radioactivity in Migratory Fish), the 
Chairman of the South Lancashire Committee stated that his 
Committee had made this recommendation in order to ascertain 
exact details of the investigations carried out by MAFF into 
the effects of radioactivity in the sea on marine life. The 
Chairman of the Nor t h  C u mbria Committee suggested that 
similar efforts should be made by the Authority to acquire 
data on the investigations (if any) carried out in respect 
of Scottish sea areas, which could possibly effect the 
Rivers Eden and Esk in which his Committee had a particular 
interest. The Officers explained that copies of the detail­
ed reports relating to the surveys undertaken by MAFF over 
the past few years were held by the Authority. Because of 
the bulk of this data it was impractical to consider its 
reduction into a single report, it would, h o w e v e r , be 
possible for the reports as printed to be made available at 
the next round of meetings of the appropriate Committees. 
The Regional Fisheries Officer undertook to enquire into the 
availability of similar information for Scottish sea areas. 
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Committee confirmed 
that these arrangements were acceptable to him and would be 
so to his Committee.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the M i nutes of the meeting of the South 
L ancashire A d visory Comm i t t e e  held on 27th J u n e , 
1979, be received.
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(2) That in view of the information to be made avail­
able to the appropriate Committees (as detailed at (a) 
above), with the approval of the respective Chairmen 
no further action be taken on; the recommendation 
contained in Minute No. 36 (Minutes of the last Meeting
- Monitoring of level of Radioactivity in Migratory 
Fish).
(3) That the recommendations contained in Minute No. 43 
(Stocks Reservoir) be accepted for submission to the 
Water Management Committee for approval.
E. Lune, Wyre and Furness
The Chairman of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
2nd July, 1979.
In relation to Minute No. 49 (Lancashire Conjunctive Use Scheme), 
the Chairman requested that the first five lines of the second 
paragraph of this Minute up to and including the word 'tunnel', 
be deleted and the following substituted:
"Trout in cages had been placed at intervals in the River Wyre 
from Abbeystead d ownstream to Catterall. The fish caged at 
Abbeystead had suffered no ill effects from this first trial 
whereas all caged fish downstream had died. No losses had been 
reported amongst wild fish. The mortalities amongst the caged 
fish had not been caused by free chlorine in the water from the 
first disinfection of the tunnel".
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Lune, Wyre and 
Furness A d visory Comm i t t e e  held on 2nd July, 1979, as 
amended, be received.
(2) That following consideration of the recommendations of 
the North Cumbria Advisory Committee at their meeting held 
on 26th June, 1979, contained in Minute No. 39 (Report by 
the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities - 
Goosanders and Mergansers), and of Minute No. 4 3 (b) (Minutes 
of the last Meeting - Populations of Goosanders and 
Mergansers) of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Committee, the 
recommendation contained in Minute No. 4 3 (b) (which also 
catered for the recommendation of the N o r t h  Cumbria 
Committee), be accepted for submission to the Water Manage­
ment Committee for approval.
(3) That in view of the arrangements under taken by the 
Authority in relation to liaison with the owners of fisher­
ies, no further action be taken in relation to the recommen­
dation contained in Minute No. 47 (Fishing Offences and 
Prosecutions 1978/79) concerning the theft of fish from 
private waters.
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7. APPOINTMENT OP REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 1979/80
At the meeting held on 18th June, 1979, the Authority appointed those 
members set out in Appendix 1 to these Minutes to the Committee for 
1979/80.
It was noted that membership of the Committee had been increased (by 4 
to a total of 22) to reflect the recent increase in local authority 
representation on the Authority. Some of the local authorities had 
yet to appoint their representatives on the Authority and the Chairman 
of the Authority had been authorised to make appointments to the 
Committee once the representatives were known. The Authority had also 
agreed that the Chairmen of the five Local Advisory Committees should 
henceforth serve as ex-officio members of the Committee.
8. MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT OF
LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 1979/80
Consideration was given to membership of the five Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees for the year 1979/80. It was proposed that the 
existing Local Committees should continue in their present form and 
with their present membership, subject to any recommendation by the 
North Cumbria Committee concerning the two vacancies on that Committee 
and any recommendation by the Derwent and West Cumbria Committee 
concerning the one vacancy on that Committee. The Committee was 
then invited to c o n f i r m  the following nominations in respect of 
vacancies which had arisen on the three remaining Local Committees
(1) Recomm e n d a t i o n  of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee 
(Minute No. 27, 20th June, 1979) , that M r . P. Neal Of 16 
Kingston Gardens, Hyde, Cheshire, the nominee of the Mersey and 
Weaver Anglers Consultative Association, succeed the late 
Mr. P.W. Jennings on that Committee.
(2) Recommendation of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee (Minute 
No. 37, 27th June, 1979), that M r . G. Jones of 1 Caernarvon Road, 
Preston, the nominee of the Lancashire Fisheries Consultative 
Association, succeed M r . T .A . B lackledge on that Committee.
(3) Recommendation of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee 
(Minute No. 44, 2nd July, 1979) , that Mr. H.B. Whittam of 29 
Lyndhurst Road, Ulverston, the nominee of the Furness and South 
Cumbria Fisheries Association, succeed M r .J . T a y l o r  on that 
Committee.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the members listed in Appendix 2 to these Minutes 
be appointed to the respective Local Advisory Committees for 
the ensuing 'Authority Ye a r '.
(2) That the appointment of Mr. P. Neal to the Mersey and 
Weaver Advisory Committee be confirmed.
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(3) That the appointment of Mr. G. Jones to the South 
Lancashire Advisory Committee be confirmed.
(4) That the appointment of Mr. H.B. Whittam to the Lune, 
Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee be confirmed.
9. APPOINTMENT OF FISHERIES REPRESENTATIVES TO 
LOCAL LAND DRAINAGE COMMITTEES
The constitution of the Land Drainage Advisory Committees provides for 
one member to represent fisheries interests on each of the Lancashire 
and Mersey and Weaver Committees and two members for those interests 
on the Cumberland Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the existing members, Mr. E.P, Ecroyd and Mr. W.F. Hobson, 
be reappointed to serve on the Cumberland Committee; Mr. J.H. 
F e l l  on the Lancashire Committee and M r . J.S. Bailey on the 
Mers ey and Weaver Committee.
10. INCOME FROM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1978
The Committee received a report which summarised income received by 
the Authority from the sale of rod and line licences, during 1978. 
Although licence duties for 1978 had been increased by approximately 
30% from the 1977 values, numbers of licences sold showed increases in 
all groups except that of the salmon and migratory trout season 
licence. The greatest increase in the number of licences sold con­
tinued to be in the freshwater fish and eels groups.
MAFF were currently considering the proposals to introduce a new scale 
of licence duties from 1st January, 1980. Forty-two objections had 
been received to the proposals, the majority from coarse anglers who, 
inter alia, complained of the lack of a viable fisheries service in 
the Authority's southern region. The Regional Fisheries Officer had 
accordingly some two months previously written to the Secretary of the 
National Federation of Anglers, (North West Region) requesting details 
of the coarse anglers' complaints concerning the service and request­
ing constructive criticism and advice to alleviate the situation. To 
date he had not received a reply. Mr. Johnson undertook to look into 
this matter on behalf of the NFA.
11. FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1978/79
The Committee received a report which set out the fishing offences and 
prosecutions undertaken by the Authority for these offences during 
1978/79. Detailed reports concerning each committee area, had been 
submitted to the respective Local Advisory Committees at their June/ 
July round of meetings.
On behalf of the National Federation of Anglers (North West Region), 
Mr. Johnson complimented the bailiffing staff upon their efficient 
enforcement of the law in relation to the recent coarse fish close 
season.
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12. DISPOSAL OF REDUNDANT PROPERTIES
It was noted that on 21st May, 1979 , the Policy and Resources 
Committee had endorsed the recommendation made by the Committee at the 
meeting held on 30th April, 1979 (Minute No. 54) concerning the 
disposal of redundant properties and that this recommendation had in 
turn been approved by the Authority at the meeting held on 18th June, 
1979.
It was reported that at the meeting of the Mersey and Weaver Committee 
on 20th June, 1979, (Minute No. 26(b)) that Committee had discussed 
the acquisition during the late 1960's of Bow Lee Reservoir by the 
Middleton Angling Association and its subsequent use as a fishery and 
had recommended as follows;
"That the circumstances of the acquisition of Bow Lee Reservoir and 
its use as a fishery by the Middleton Angling Association be examined 
by the Authority to ascertain whether similar arrangements might be 
made for the benefit of fisheries in relation to any of the 
Authority's redundant reservoirs".
The Committee having been reminded of the stringent safety measures 
imposed upon the Authority by the law in relation to the disposal of 
redundant reservoirs, together with the recently approved policy in 
such matters (as described in paragraph 1 above) it was
RESOLVED:
That the circumstances concerning the acquisition of Bow Lee 
Reservoir by the Middleton Angling Association be investigated by 
the officers.
13. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 - 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
That because of the confidential nature of the following item the 
public be excluded from the meeting during its consideration.
14. DRAFT NETTING RIGHTS - RIVER EDEN - 
CARLISLE CITY FREE BOAT FISHING RIGHT
It was reported that at their meeting held on 26th June, 1979 (Minute 
No. 40), the North Cumbria Committee had discussed a report which 
detailed the current position in relation to the progress made by the 
Authority's Estates Department in establishing the ownership of the 
netting rights on the River Eden and had recommended as follows:
"(1) That in the view of the Committee, it is essential for the 
protection of fisheries on the River Eden that the Authority 
acquire the C arlisle City Free Boat Fishing Right, on the 
understanding that this netting right will not be exercised by 
the Authority.
(2) That in the opinion of the Committee it is considered essential 
for the maintenance and improvement of fisheries on the River 
Eden that the Authority acquire all netting rights on that 
river".
- 8 -
It was explained that in view of the restrictions presently imposed by 
the Government upon public expenditure, the officers considered that 
before making any recommendation on the leasing of the Carlisle City 
Boat Right or any others (not at present available) on the Eden at the 
present t i m e , the attitude of the A u t h o r i t y  should be obtained.
RESOLVED;
That the recommendations of the Local Comm ittee be accepted for
submission to the Policy and Resources Committee for approval.
15. POLLUTION INCIDENT - ESCAPE OF GAS OIL INTO 
THE RIVERS KEEKLE AND EHEN
In response to questions concerning the recent pollution incident 
whereby an estimated 16,000 gallons of gas oil had been released into 
the Rivers Reekie and Ehen through the alleged action of vandals, the 
Regional Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that he was to 
attend a meeting on Monday 16th July, to be held at the headquarters 
of the Egremont and D istrict Anglers, to discuss the situation.
Although oil booms had been placed into the river systems at various 
points in an endeavour to halt the oil flow, a large amount of oil had 
penetrated to the sea. It was estimated that some 10,000 fish had 
been killed as a result of the p ollution mainly sea trout parr 
and smolts. 20 to 30 mg of extra water h ad been released from 
Ennerdale on 5th July, in an endeavour to flush out residual oil but 
short of a big flood, oil would probably remain in the river systems 
for some considerable time. All possible steps were being taken to 
stabilise the situation.
16. ZANDER
In response to questions concerning the introduction of Zander into 
inland waters, the Regional Fisheries Officer stated that the intro­
duction of all fish to waters within a water authority area was 
governed by the consent procedure under section 30 of the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1975. The Zander was an exotic fish and he 
would certainly not countenance its introduction to waters within the 
Authority area. It would, however, be virtually impossible to prevent 
illegal introduction of these or any other species of fish.
F2/A10
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 1979/80
APPENDIX 1
T.A.F. Barnes
T.M. Farrer
R.A. Parkin
Mrs. D. Wilson
G . Mann (ex officio)
A. Richardson (ex officio)
Mrs. W. Lomas
L.B. Williams
4 vacancies
A.G.R. Brown
J.H. Fell
J. Johnson
Wm. McKenna
G. Wilson
J.S. Bailey (ex officio)
J.M. Croft (ex officio)
E.P. Ecroyd (ex officio)
W.F. Hobson (ex officio)
R.D. Houghton (ex officio)
Nominated to the Authority by
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Greater Manchester County Council 
Merseyside County Council 
Local Authorities
Appointed as persons interested in 
fisheries in the area.
Chairman Mersey & Weaver Local Committee 
Chairman Lune, Wyre & Furness Local Committee 
Chairman North Cumbria Local Committee 
Chairman Derwent & W.Cumbria Local Committee 
Chairman South Lancashire Local Committee
* NOTEs Mr. Mann and Mr. Richardson are ex-officio members of the 
” Committee by virtue of their positions as Chairman of the
Authority and Vice-Chairman of the Authority respectively.
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APPENDIX 2
NORTH CUMBRIA
Chairman; E.P.Ecroyd,
Low House, Armathwaite, Carlisle, Cumbria. CA4 9ST
A.E.I.Bell, 12 Hallpath, Langholm, Dumfriesshire.
E.Cave, 9 Brunton Crescent, Carlisle, Cumbria. CAl 2AX 
T.Cousins, 28 Maybrough Avenue, Penrith, Cumbria.
Dr.I.J.Faulkner, 5 Fulwith Grove, Harrogate, North Yorkshire. HG2 8HN
A.C.Findlay, Buccleugh Estates, Irvine House, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire.
D G 1 4 O X G
B.Irving, 22 Moss Rigg, Morton, Carlisle, Cumbria.
J.S.Marshall, Little Cross, Appleby, Cumbria.
Wm.McKenna, 6 Spencer Street, Carlisle, Cumbria, CAl IDA 
R.K.Nicholson, Sleaston How, Kirkby Thore, Penrith, Cumbria.
2 vacancies
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
Chairman; W.F.Hobson,
Hillside, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
F.Bunting, 30 Dent Road, Mirehouse, Whitehaven.
A.Gleaden, 12 Meadowfield, Gosforth, Cumbria.
J.M.Mawson, Stone House, Scales, Aspatria, Cumbria.
S.G.Payne, Fisheries M a n a g e r , The C a s t l e , C o c k e r m o u t h , Cumbr ia.
G.B. Sedgwick, 8 Belle Vue, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
R.J.W.Slack, Hartlow, Silloth, Cumbria.
G.N.F.Wingate, O.B.E.,D.L., Bridge End House, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
C A 13 O H W
E.Young, 'Gate Ghyll', Brigham, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
1 vacancy
LUNE, WYRE & FURNESS
Chairman; J.M.Croft,
Orchard Farm, Whittingham Lane, Barton, Preston.PR3 5DD
W.Bailey, 10 Mallowdale Road, Lancaster.
R.Barratt, Cowmire Hall, Crosthwaite, Kendal, Cumbria.
R.A.Challenor, Green End, Mansergh, Carnforth, Lancashire.
Major N.J.Clarkson Webb, Buckstone House, Carnforth, Lancashire. 
Dr.J.V.Dyer, District Community Physician, Administrative Offices, 
Slyne Road, Lancaster. LAI 2HT 
J.H.Fell, Whi t e  Gates, B a c k b a r r o w , Ulverston, Cumbria.LAl2 8 P A . 
R.Harper, Collin Field Farm, Kendal, Cumbria.
A.L.Harr is, Blunt How, 12 Eden Park, Scotforth, Lancaster.
G.A.Martin, The Spinney, Levens, Kendal, Cumbria.
* H.B.Whittam, 29 Lyndhurst Road, Ulverston, Cumbria.
G.Wilson, 11 Guildford Avenue, Chorley, Lancashire.
-  2 -
SOUTH LANCASHIRE
Chairman: R.D.Houghton,
13/15 Winckley Street, Preston. PRl 2BJ.
Dr.R.B.Broughton, 9 Victoria Road, Salford.6.
A.G.R.Brown, 10 Dale Road, Golborne, Nr.Warrington.
J.Clegg, 420 Market Street, Whitworth, 0L12 8QN.
J.Johnson, 97 Liverpool Road North, Maghull.
* G.Jones, 1 Caernarvon Road, Preston, Lancashire.
Professor W.E.Kershaw, Mill Farm, Hesketh Bank, Nr.Preston,
Lancashire PR4 6RA 
J.P.Lord, Spring Bank, Cow Ark, via Clitheroe, Lancashire.
R.H.Wiseman, 5 Ribblesdale Place, Barrowford, Nr.Nelson, Lancs.
MERSEY & WEAVER
Chairman; J.S.Bailey,
24 Sandyhill Road, Winsford, Cheshire.
D.Bridgewood, Horsepool Cottages, Mellorf Nr. Stockport.
F.Egerton, 19 Bowden Drive, Northwich, Cheshire.
A.Jones, Orrell Hill Farm, Inee Blundell, Hightown, Liverpool.
Dr.A.G.Kennedy Young, 'Fairways' Ladythorn Crescent, Bramhall,Stockport.
* P.Neal, 16 Kingston Gardens, Hyde, Cheshire.
R.Newton, 3 Old Park Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire.
J.A.Shanahan, 4 Sunninghill Street, Bolton, Lancashire.
Dr.M.Pugh Thomas, 25 Canning Street, Liverpool.
NOTE The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Authority and the 
Chairman of the Regional Committee serve on each Local 
Committee in an ex officio capacity.
* Approved by the Committee on 12th July, 1979.
F2/A19 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH OCTOBER, 1979
BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS LIMITED
ABSTRACTION FROM WASTWATER
1. Introduction
On the 25th June, 1979, a report was presented to the Committee which 
gave the background to the licence applications received from BNFL 
together with general details of the existing fisheries and water 
abstraction. At that time detailed hydrological work on the proposals 
was still in progress, and it was not possible to give anything 
other than preliminary views on the possible effects of the various 
schemes on the flow regime of the River Irt and hence on the 
fisheries. Computer simulations of the lake levels and River Irt 
flows for various conditions of abstraction are now available, and 
predictions of the effects of some of the proposals on the availabil­
ity of flows needed by fish for migration have been made. The effects 
of the proposals on the general flow regime of the Irt have also been 
examined. This report outlines the results obtained to date and 
comments on their significance.
2. Probable effects of BNFL proposals on Wastwater 
and the River Irt
Computer simulations of lake levels and flows in the River Irt have 
been carried out assuming abstraction from the lake of 11 mgd 
(50 Ml/d) with various compensation water discharges for schemes based 
on retention of the natural bar, with draw-down of the lake in drought 
periods, and for schemes which incorporate a weir to raise the level 
of the lake. The natural bar schemes assume direct communication 
between the lake and river and discharge of compensation water by 
gravity rather than by pumping as at present.
As was mentioned in the previous report, the flow requirements for 
migratory fish are two-fold. Firstly, there is the minimum survival 
flow requirement, and secondly there is the migration flow require­
ment. The survival flow requirement can be met by an adequate com­
pensation water release. As was described in the previous report, the 
survival flow for the upper reaches of the River Irt has been estima­
ted, on the basis of river channel dimensions, at 6 mgd (27 Ml/d). It 
should be emphasised that this is the minimum requirement for fish 
survival, and could not be tolerated for prolonged periods. A some­
what higher figure is clearly necessary for a "compensation water" 
discharge. To meet migration requirements it is essential that 
adequate availability of flows in the appropriate migration flow range 
is maintained. The computer simulations enable one to predict the 
effects of the various schemes on the duration of flows within speci­
fied ranges. In the case of the Irt, it is now concluded that the 
appropriate flow range at Galesyke is 100 Ml/d - 270 Ml/d. This flow
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range is also likely to provide good angling conditions. BNFL have 
assumed a minimum release to the Irt of 5 mgd (22.7 Ml/d) in their 
calculations, and therefore a simulation with a compensation flow of 
this amount, coupled with an abstraction of 50 Ml/d, was carried out 
to examine the effect of this proposal on lake levels and on flows in 
the Irt. In fact this level of compensation discharge is less than 
the survival flow, and would therefore be inadequate. In order to 
investigate the effects of increasing the rate of compensation water 
discharge a second simulation was carried out with the rate of com­
pensation discharge doubled, to 10 mgd (45 Ml/d). After inspection of 
annual hydrographs of measured flows in the Irt at Galesyke for each 
of the years 1968 - 1978 it was decided to examine in detail the 
simulations for four of these years, namely 1970, 1973, 1976 and 1978, 
as it was apparent that, between them, these years illustrated the 
major types of annual flow pattern evident in the record. The total 
number of days during the period May to October each year (assumed to 
be the critical period for fish migration) when the flow would be 
within the migration range was calculated for the present conditions 
of abstraction and compensation and for each of the simulations 
mentioned above. The occurrence of flows in excess of the commencing 
migration flow was also calculated. The results are given in Table 1, 
(which is attached as an A p p e n d i x ) , and it can be seen that the 
schemes which replace the natural bar with a weir cause a much greater 
reduction in the availability of migration flows than retention of the 
natural bar. There is also more interference with the flow regime of 
the river (see Appendix figures 1(a) - 1(c)). This is because the 
weir schemes so far examined allow more rapid discharge of water from 
the lake, and hence quicker recession of spates than does the present 
bar. Other weir designs would not necessarily have as pronounced an 
effect.
Inspection of the lake level graphs produced by the simulations shows 
that the draw-down of the lake is very sensitive to the amount of 
compensation discharge, at the level of abstraction proposed by BNFL, 
and increasing the compensation discharge from 23 Ml/d to 45 Ml/d 
increases the draw-down significantly. Careful examination of the 
corresponding river flow hydrographs from the simulations shows that 
in some years this increased draw-down results in the loss of some 
significant summer spates, e.g. in July 1976 and July 1978. Thus it 
would appear that a compensation flow of 45 Ml/d (10 mgd), whilst 
adequately satisfying the survival flow requirement, would, if coupled 
with an abstraction rate of 50 Ml/d be too high from the point of view 
of conserving summer s p a t e s . To satisfy both survival flow and 
migratory requirements, some intermediate figure is therefore needed 
as a compensation flow, and simulations were carried out of a natural 
bar scheme with a compensation discharge of 32 Ml/d (7 mgd). The 
effects that this would have on the availability of migration flows 
were calculated, and these results are also given in Table 1. Com­
parison with the 23 Ml/d and 45 Ml/d simulations indicates that this 
level of compensation discharge is a good compromise from the point of 
view of maintenance of the overall availability of migration flows. 
Examination of the lake level plots and river hydrographs shows that 
this amount of compensation discharge results in significantly less 
draw-down than the 45 Ml/d discharge, and most summer spates, although 
somewhat reduced in magnitude and duration compared with the present
conditions, would still occur. Hydrographs illustrating this are
given in the Appendix at figures 2(a) - 2(c).
Conclusions
(1) The results of the hydrological investigations confirm some of 
the preliminary views expressed in the previous report. Schemes 
incorporating the weir as proposed by BNFL have more effect on 
the flow regime of the Irt than the schemes which retain the 
natural bar, and are thus likely to have more impact on the 
fishery by reduction of availability of migration and angling 
flows.
(2) The studies also show that care is needed in the selection of a 
compensation flow. Too small a discharge would prejudice the 
survival of fish in periods of dry weather whereas too great a 
release would reduce or even eliminate essential summer spates.
(3) Simulations indicate that with the adoption of an appropriate 
compensation flow, which would be of the order of 32 Ml/d with an 
abstraction of 50 Ml/d, a reasonably normal flow regime would be 
maintained in the Irt, which is a major consideration in the 
conservation of the salmon and sea trout fishery.
APPENDIX
TABLE 1
River Irt Availability of migration flows May - October
at Galesyke inclusive
Number of days within specified flow range
Year Flow Present
Natural Bar Weir
Range Conditions Comp/
Abstr
23/50
Comp/
Abstr
32/50
Comp/
Abstr
45/50
Comp/
Abstr
23/50
Comp/
Abstr
45/50
Migration Band* 74 72 76 77 58 57
1970
In XS of C.M.F.** 136 129 130 130 112 109
Migration Band 68 48 49 43 38 28
1973
In XS of C.M.F. 92 69 69 61 61 49
Migration Band 69 65 68 72 59 60
1976
In XS of C.M.F. 105 98 98 97 86 85
Migration Band 69 62 61 52 59 53
1978
In XS of C.M.F. 114 101 100 92 95 85
11 yr. Migration 72 60 61 61 | 49 45
Summary 
1968 - In XS of C.M.F. 111 96 96 94
!
82 78
1978
* Migration Band = 100 Ml/d - 270 Ml/d
** C.M.P. = Commencing Migration Flow (100 Ml/d)
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F2/B2 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH OCTOBER, 1979
APPLICATION TO ABSTRACT WATER FROM THE RIVER EHEN 
DUMFRIESSHIRE LIMESTONE COMPANY
1. An application has been received under the Water Resources Act 1963 
from Dumfriesshire Limestone C o m p a n y  Limited, for a licence to 
abstract water from the River Ehen at Beckermet. The maximum quantity 
to be abstracted as shown in the application is 10,000 gallons per 
hour, 100,000 gallons per day and 3 million gallons per annum. The 
abstraction is required for the industrial process of gravel washing 
and abstraction would be via a suction pump. The application was 
received by the Authority on 30th July and should, therefore, be 
determined no later than 29th October.
2. A representation has been received from the Egremont and District 
Anglers Association. The Association has no objections to the 
a bstraction but requests that the water, after usage, should be 
adequately filtered and returned to the River Ehen in the same con­
dition as when abstracted. The Association also requests that no 
chemicals be added during the washing process, which could be harmful 
to fish life or conditions in the river.
3. Following receipt of this application, a meeting was held between 
representatives of the Company and officers of the Authority. At the 
meeting the applicant indicated that under the present proposals 90% 
of water abstracted would be returned after use. The applicant was 
advised that there would be no objection from a water quality point of 
view to such a discharge but that the discharge consent granted in 
respect of the returned water would be subject to rigorous conditions, 
including a requirement for flocculation of the effluent. If after an 
initial period of operation it is found that the consent conditions 
cannot be met an alternative proposal involving the re-cycling of the 
effluent with a corresponding reduction in the quantities of water 
abstracted will be considered.
4. in considering the proposal the Area Fisheries Officer has emphasised 
concern about this proposal as the River Ehen is subject to very low 
flows during the periods of dry weather and the area of river under 
consideration is very important from the fisheries interest. However, 
providing that the proposed treatment is adequate and that in practice 
90% of the water is returned as indicated by the Applicant, it is felt 
that the proposal would be acceptable.
5. At the time of writing this report the conditions under which an 
abstraction licence may be granted have not been determined but any 
further information will be reported to the Committee at the meeting. 
Similarly the Committee will be kept informed of any developments 
regarding the proposals.
F2/B21 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH OCTOBER, 1979
PRESS COVERAGE FOR PUBLIC NOTICES
1. The ma j o r i t y  of Authority advertising is placed by officers of 
the Public Information Department who are experts in media selection 
and also by the Authority's advertising agency. All advertisements 
are placed with the object of bringing matters to readers' attention 
in a particular or general area, bearing in mind the important 
question of cost. It is a fact of life in advertising, and indeed 
general publicity, that of the many people who see announcements, 
there are always those who don't.
2. The A uthority's proposed licence duties and associated matters 
were advertised in every evening paper in the region and also in two 
major angling newspapers, with a total readership of around 3-million. 
It is worth remembering that in addition, there had been considerable 
'free publicity1' in these newspapers as well as in many weekly news­
papers and also on TV and radio.
3. This media selection applies to many Authority advertisements. 
On the other hand, the majority of advertisements apply to specific or 
small areas where weekly newspapers, backed up occasionally by evening 
newspapers, are used. If, for instance, the Whitehaven News had been 
used for licence duties in addition to all the evening newspapers, it 
could be argued that the rest of the 110, weekly newspapers in the 
North West should also have been used.
4. The licence duties advertisement could, of course, have been placed 
in all the weekly newspapers, with some evening newspaper back-up 
where weekly circulation is very low. Such advertisements would reach 
more people, but at much greater cost.
5. An advertisement of around 7" in all weeklies circulating in the 
region with some evening back-up, now costs more than £3,500 and costs 
of this nature are re-charged to fisheries arid affect indirectly 
licence duties.
It is considered that using the evenings and angling Press for 
general announcements achieves considerable impact at reasonable cost, 
and the representations received from all parts of the region would 
seem to confirm this.
Local angling matters around Whitehaven would normally be advertised 
in the Whitehaven News and those in South Cumbria in the Westmorland 
Gazette.
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6. It could be said that all angling matters within Cumbria, even if 
they are centred around Whitehaven, should appear in all Cumbrian 
newspapers. But again this raises the question as to w h e t h e r  angling 
matters around such places as Oldham, Wigan and Manchester should 
appear in the 40 weekly newspapers in that part of the world or just 
the weeklies in those towns. It is a question of cost and achieving 
reasonable impact and balance.
7. In view of cur rent restrictions on expenditure, it is felt that 
no increase in the Authority's advertising budget can be considered at 
present.
8. One of the other advertisements m entioned was not placed by the 
Authority (River Ehen abstraction).
9. The other advertisement mentioned (Garth duties) has been the subject 
of Authority correspondence and explanations to those directly con­
cerned in the past. Briefly, evening and angling newspapers were used 
and although with hindsight it would have been beneficial, in this 
particular case, if the appropriate weekly had also been included, 
this was not done.
F2/A28 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH OCTOBER, 1979
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1. RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
(i) Salmon
June and July were poor months for salmon fishing on all the 
West Cumberland rivers. August, however, showed a distinct 
improvement with more water and more fish. Some good catches 
were made with salmon up to 19 lbs. being taken in the 
Cockermouth area. Overall though it has been a poor season so 
far for salmon.
(ii) Sea Trout
Good runs of sea trout have been seen in most rivers and these 
have resulted in good catches with fish up to 5 lbs. being 
taken. Good runs of herling have also been reported. The 
Derwent, Ehen and Irt, in particular have reported good 
catches, but some reports of tainted fish from the Ehen have 
been received and arrangements have been made for independent 
taste tests to be carried out should this prove necessary. 
The River Esk has been late in receiving runs of sea trout but 
has shown an improvement over the disastrous situation which 
existed in 1978.
(iii) Non-Migratory Trout
Brown trout fishing on Crummock Water, Buttermere and 
Loweswater was quite productive in May and June with fish up 
to 2 lbs. being taken. Crummock Water especially has produced 
up to 5 fish per visit.
(iv) Coarse Fishing
Brayton pond at Aspatria has fished well for carp with fish up 
to 11 lbs. in weight being taken. Pike fishing in Buttermere, 
Bassenthwaite and Crummock Water was very successful during 
June and July with fish up to 17 lbs. being recorded; fishing 
was not as successful in August however.
2. MIGRATORY FISH MOVEMENT 
Yearl Weir Fish Counter
Due to the deposition of gravel shoals in the vicinity of the counting 
weir, problems with spurious counts caused by turbulence on the weir 
surface have been experienced. Gravel removal both above and below 
the weir has largely solved this problem but further removal of gravel 
below the weir is planned. Counting figures from this installation 
will be provided for the Committee as soon as these are considered
-  2 -
completely reliable. Design work has started on a new counting 
installation on the River Irt in the Holmrook area.
3. HOLMWRANGLE HATCHERY
(i) General Comment
Some mortalities have occurred over the past months due to a 
Furunculosis type of infection, which has occurred in the Wye 
salmon parr and in the 1 year + brown trout. An antibiotic 
treatment was administered, and the infections duly abated. 
Bacteriological examination did not result in any positive 
diagnosis being made. This has occurred on two occasions over 
the past months.
(ii) Stock
Year Hatched 1979 1978 1977
Eden Salmon 18761*
Wye Salmon 5536
Kincardine Salmon 24204
Border Esk Sea Trout 14744
Brown Trout 14603 8114 70
Rainbow Trout 10409
* Minimum Stock Evaluation
(iii) Fish Distributed
During the period under review the following numbers of fish 
were distributed from the hatchery.
Brown Trout 4060
Salmon Parr 2950
Rainbow Trout 4013
Further details of the dates and locations of these stockings 
will be available to members at the meeting.
4. RESTOCKING BY THE WATER AUTHORITY
Fry planting into selected nursery streams was carried out in June as 
follows:-'
River Salmon Sea Trout
Ellen
Derwent
Greta
Cocker
Marron
Ehen
Calder
Irt
Esk
Annas
10000
35000
27000
8000
32000
15000
25000
10000
3000
17000
7000
7000
7000
7000
33000
28000
28000
4000
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This year brown trout were not removed from the nursery streams prior 
to stocking.
5. POLLUTION INCIDENTS AND FISH MORTALITIES
(i) Bride's Beck, Dovenby: On 18th June, 1979, about one mile of 
the beck was p olluted by a discharge of silage liquor. 
Numerous sticklebacks and approximately 24 brown trout were 
found to be dead. The source of the pollution was traced and 
the offending farmer has offered to pay compensation. Re­
stocking with sea trout fry is to be carried out next spring.
(ii) River Elen, Boltongate: One salmon and one brown trout were 
reported to have been found dead on 4th July, 1979. However, 
as the incident was reported two days later investigations 
were inconclusive. No pollution was detected.
(iii) Black Beck: On 9th July, 1979, 45 brown trout were found dead 
as a result of pollution from silage liquor. The farmer who 
was responsible has offered payment" for compensation. Re­
stocking with brown trout fingerlings is to be carried out 
this Autumn.
(iv) River Cocker, Cornhow: On 12th July, 1979, one sea trout and 
eight brown trout were found dead following accidental spil­
lage of hypochlorite ("Chloros") at the Cornhow Water Treat­
ment Works.
(v) Wilton Beck: On 16th July, 1979, a few eels and trout were 
reported dead as a result of flushing out at Wilton Service 
Reservoir. Hypochlorite and silt affected the fish. An 
internal inquiry has been held by officers of the Authority 
into the circumstances of this incident.
6. CONSULTATION WITH OUTSIDE INTERESTS
Meetings have been held with representatives of the Solway River 
Pur ification Board and the Cumbr ia Sea Fisher ies Committee to discuss 
matters of mutual interest.
7. PATROL BOAT
The Fisheries patrol boat has been widely used during the summer to 
check nets set to take salmon in coastal waters, and a number of nets 
have been seized, particularly in the Workington and Maryport areas.
8. POACHING
There have been a considerable number of poaching incidents in the 
area involving the use of nets, snatches and gaffs. The Bailiff staff 
have apprehended a number of offenders and a number of cases are 
pending.
SUMMARY OF PROSECUTIONS
Name and Address
Christopher John 
Bowman,
49 St. Nicholas 
Street,
Carlisle
George Pritchard 
392 Market 
Street,
Whitworth
Rochdale
Christopher
Robinson,
39 The Headlands 
Keswick
Offence
Fishing for 
freshwater 
fish during 
the annual 
close season 
for such fish
Fishing for 
trout, fresh­
water fish or 
eels other­
wise than by 
means of a 
licensed in­
strument
Fishing for 
trout, fresh­
water fish or 
eels other­
wise than by 
means of a 
licensed in­
strument
River Court Result
Bassenthwaite Keswick 
20.3.79 8.6.79
Con­
ditional 
discharge 
for 12 
months
Bassenthwaite Cockermouth Fined £30 
16.4.79 18.6.79
R. Greta Keswick Fined £10
13.5.79 6.7.79
F2/A23 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
PS *™  .«■>. W E S T .CUMBRIA 8  *
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH OCTOBER, 1979
OIL POLLUTION OF RIVERS KEEKLE AND EHEN
1. A brief report on this incident was submitted to the Regional 
Committee on 12th July, 1979, when the situation as known at that date 
was explained. The following report deals with the incident in detail 
with particular reference to the effect on fisheries in the two 
rivers.
2. Vandalism during the night of 3/4th July, 1979, at the Authority's 
Summer Grove Pumping Station near Hensingham resulted in the release 
of 16,000 gallons of gas oil which drained into the River Keekle and 
thence to the River Ehen. This was discovered first thing on the 
morning of 4th July. BNFL, as the major abstractors of water from the 
River Ehen, were immediately informed and various arrangements, 
including the installation of oil booms, were put in hand by Rivers 
Division, in an attempt to reduce the damage from the spillage.
3. By the evening of 4th July, it was clear that some emulsification of 
the oil had taken place in the course of its passage over weirs and 
significant quantities were passing the oil boom at Low Mills Farm; 
fish were observed to be dead and dying in the Rothersyke area down­
stream of Egremont. An additional oil boom was installed at Cleator 
Sewage Treatment Works, and other actions were taken to try to obtain 
better oil containment and removal. In addition, arrangements were 
made for the release of an artificial freshet from Ennerdale Lake on 
demand if considered necessary to flush out residual oil. On the 
morning of 5th July, it was clear that a large scale fish kill had 
occurred and that many others were seriously distressed. Officers 
therefore set up a rescue operation on the affected length of the 
Ehen, and a limited number of fish was recovered alive and transferred 
to water upstream of the Keekle confluence o r , with a view to avoiding 
the additional stress of transportation over a longer distance, to the 
Calder. The Regional Fisheries Officer was already in the area on 
other business during the afternoon, and in view of information which 
emerged about unauthorised removal of dead fish, arranged for the 
Public Information Unit to contact Radio Carlisle and Border TV to put 
out a warning, that any dead fish taken from the river by members of 
the public were completely unfit for human consumption. During the 
evening of 5th July an artificial freshet at the rate of about 28 mgd 
additional to the compensation water was released by the Authority 
from Ennerdale Lake. Consideration was given to the possible use of 
detergent on the 6th July in conjuction with a further freshet release 
in order to flush out residual oil before further runs of migratory 
fish came in. It was decided that the use of detergent could only adc^ 
to the danger to any surviving fish life. By noon it was clear that 
thousands of fish had been killed, and that there had been substantial 
mortality among the invertebrate life of the river. By 10th July, 
residual oil not removed by booms had found its way to the sea and
only some scum and fouling of stones and marginal vegetation remained. 
Fisheries staff removed the numerous dead fish lying on the bottom 
downstream of Kersey Bridge. Some further fish were recovered alive, 
but in a distressed condition. The vast majority of all this work was 
carried out by officers of the Authority.
At the request of Egremont and District Angling Association, officers 
of the Authority met representatives of the Association on 16th July, 
to discuss the incident. The Area Fisheries Officer (North) informed 
the meeting that an estimated 10,000 fish had been killed by the 
pollution, allowing for those which were irrecoverable among the weed 
or in deep pools, or which had been taken by birds, (which were active 
in considerable numbers) or removed by local inhabitants. He could 
positively account for nearly 5,000 juvenile salmonids (salmon, sea 
trout and brown trout) and for 3 adult salmon and 78 adult sea trout 
which had been removed and buried by Fisheries staff. In addition, ^ 
adult salmon and 47 adult sea trout had been recovered and transferred 
alive to other water nearby. Electric fishing carried out on 9th July 
on various lengths of the Ehen between the Keekle confluence and 
Sellafield Railway Bridge had indicated limited survival of adult and 
juvenile salmonids. He estimated that about 90% of the total stock of 
the river, downstream of the Keekle confluence, had been killed. 
There had also been a massive kill of invertebrate life, but plant 
life appeared to be unaffected. Natural downstream drift of inverte­
brates had already produced a considerable improvement in the inverte­
brate life of the affected stretch.
The Principal Technical Officer (North) told the meeting that some 
8,000 gallons of oil had been recovered from behind the various oil 
booms laid across the river, together with a further 2,000 gallons in 
an emulsified form. Thus over half the oil lost had actually been 
removed from the two affected rivers. Despite removal of oil-coated 
vegetation from the ditch through which the oil had found its way into 
the river, and despite the flush of water sent down from Ennerdale, 
some oil remained trapped under stones etc., and was being released 
from time to time.
The Area Fisheries Officer (North) outlined to the meeting plans for 
restocking which had been agreed with the Regional Fisheries Officer. 
The intention was to do everything possible to replace stock losp, 
although obviously direct replacement of adult salmon and sea trout 
would be impossible. Brown trout would be replaced with fish up to 
8" long, and sea trout and salmon parr would be replaced, as far as 
practicable, to match the age distribution of the fish killed. He 
warned that there would inevitably be some delay in commencing re­
stocking, as it would be pointless to carry it out before the inverte­
brate life of the river had recovered. This would be monitored over 
the ensuing months with a view to deciding when available feed was 
sufficient to support introduced fish. Officers of the Association 
would be given the opportunity to see the restocking taking place.
The Regional Fisheries Officer emphasised that, in this emergency 
situation, restocking work on the Ehen must take precedence over other
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waters in the area. He further warned that there was a possibility 
for some time to come that fish taken on the river might be tainted 
and thus prove inedible. This effect could even extend to migratory 
fish which entered the river subsequent to the pollution. Should need 
arise, independent tasting tests could be carried out at Carlisle to 
confirm the effect.
8. It was considered that any question of compensation was not a matter 
for discussion at this meeting, the Association, having heard the 
Authority's proposals for restoration of the fisheries of the river. 
In conclusion, the Chairman of the Association referred to the con­
siderable number of domestic oil supplies which were probably unbunded
for preventing the escape of o i l , and also to a similar risk where 
chemicals were stored in tanks. He urged the Authority to do all they 
could to strengthen Byelaws and inspection procedures covering such 
situations.
9. As a result of the incident a formal internal investigation was 
carried out by the Assistant Director, Administration which revealed 
that the oil had escaped from the bund wall surrounding the oil 
storage tanks, due to an opening in the bund wall where a valve should 
have been fitted. As a result of this investigation, the Director of 
Operations has issued firm instructions to Divisions to check the 
arrangements for oil and dangerous chemical storage at the Authority's 
installations and for regular inspections of such installations to be 
carried out. It is also proposed to improve the security of the 
release valves to the installations where it is practicable to do 
so.
